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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code 6Z 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page   14   of    27 *Resource Name or #:  Del Mar Fairgrounds 
 
P1. Other Identifier: Infield Pavilion 

*P2. Location: � Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  San Diego 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b. USGS 7.5' Quad:  Del Mar  Date: 1967 (PR 1975) T 14 S; R 4 W; SW¼ of SE ¼ of Sec 2; S.B. B.M. 
 c. Address:  2260 Jimmy Durante Boulevard City: Del Mar Zip: 92014 
 d. UTM:  Zone:  11;   mE/   mN  
 e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN: 760-145-05-01. The infield 

buildings are located in the center of the main racetrack. 
 

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
There are several buildings in the infield pavilion, including Captain Morgan’s Shack and the video and tote boards. Based on 
aerial photos, it appears that all of these buildings are of modern origin. Because they were constructed outside the period of 
significance, these buildings are not contributors to the potential historic district, which has been determined ineligible for 
designation at the local, State, or national level. In addition, the buildings do not meet the criteria for individual significance at the 
local, State, or national level. 
 

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  HP39-Other (Fairgrounds buildings) 
*P4. Resources Present: ⌧Building �Structure �Object �Site �District ⌧Element of District �Other (Isolates, etc.) 

 
P5b. Description of Photo: (View, 
date, accession #)  View to the 
southwest; August 24, 2006 
 
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: �Historic  
�Prehistoric �Both 
1991; Del Mar Fairgrounds 
Records  
 
*P7. Owner and Address:   
Del Mar Thoroughbred Club 
Post Office Box 700 
Del Mar, CA 92014 
 
*P8. Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address)   
Casey Tibbet, MA 
LSA Associates, Inc. 
1500 Iowa Avenue, Suite 200 
Riverside, CA 92507 
 
*P9. Date Recorded:   
August 24, 2006 
 
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)  
Intensive-level CEQA compliance 

 
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  Historical Resources Assessment Report for the Del Mar 
Fairgrounds, County of San Diego, California, September 2006. 
 

*Attachments: �NONE  �Location Map  �Sketch Map  �Continuation Sheet  �Building, Structure, and Object Record 
�Archaeological Record  ⌧District Record  �Linear Feature Record  �Milling Station Record  �Rock Art Record 
�Artifact Record  �Photograph Record  � Other (List):  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

P5a. Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code 6Z 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page   15   of    27 *Resource Name or #:  Del Mar Fairgrounds 
 
P1. Other Identifier: Janitorial building 

*P2. Location: � Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  San Diego 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b. USGS 7.5' Quad:  Del Mar  Date: 1967 (PR 1975) T 14 S; R 4 W; SW¼ of SE ¼ of Sec 2; S.B.B.M. 
 c. Address:  2260 Jimmy Durante Boulevard City: Del Mar Zip: 92014 
 d. UTM:  Zone:  11;   mE/   mN  
 e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN: 760-145-05-01. This building is 

located in the southern part of the Fairgrounds, southwest of the Don Diego statue and east of the O'Brien building. 
 

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
This small, one-story building, which was constructed ca. 1960s, has been altered by an addition and remodeling. The generally 
rectangular building appears to be a janitorial office. It is surmounted by a low-pitched gable roof sheathed with ceramic tiles, and the 
exterior walls are clad with stucco. A small, shed-roof, masonry structure has been added to the northwest elevation. Two sides of this 
addition feature decorative concrete blocks, while the other two sides have large horizontal openings. A masonry wall extends from the 
addition along the southwest building elevation. There are two square hopper windows visible in the southwest elevation, but the 
remainder of the building is hidden from view by a fence. The northwest elevation is similarly obscured from view by a screen wall and a 
wrought iron fence, but appears to include at least two doors and a triangular vent with horizontal slats.  
 
Because it was constructed outside the period of significance, this building is not a contributor to the potential historic district, which has 
been determined ineligible for designation at the local, State, or national level. In addition, the building does not meet the criteria for 
individual significance at the local, State, or national level. 
 
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  HP39-Other (Fairgrounds building) 

  *P4. Resources Present: ⌧Building �Structure �Object �Site �District ⌧Element of District �Other (Isolates, etc.) 
 
P5b. Description of Photo: (View, 
date, accession #)  View to the 
southwest; August 24, 2006 
 
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: ⌧Historic  
�Prehistoric �Both 
Ca. 1960s, Historic Aerial 
Photographs  
 
*P7. Owner and Address:   
Del Mar Thoroughbred Club 
Post Office Box 700 
Del Mar, CA 92014 
 
*P8. Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address)   
Casey Tibbet, MA 
LSA Associates, Inc. 
1500 Iowa Avenue, Suite 200 
Riverside, CA 92507 
 
*P9. Date Recorded:   
August 24, 2006 
 
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)  
Intensive-level CEQA compliance 
 

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  Historical Resources Assessment Report for the Del Mar 
Fairgrounds, County of San Diego, California, September 2006. 
 

*Attachments: �NONE  �Location Map  �Sketch Map  �Continuation Sheet  �Building, Structure, and Object Record 
�Archaeological Record  ⌧District Record  �Linear Feature Record  �Milling Station Record  �Rock Art Record 
�Artifact Record  �Photograph Record  � Other (List):  

 
DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

P5a. Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code 6Z 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page   16   of    27 *Resource Name or #:  Del Mar Fairgrounds 
 
P1. Other Identifier: Surfside Race Place and Horse Arena Complex 

*P2. Location: � Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  San Diego 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b. USGS 7.5' Quad:  Del Mar  Date: 1967 (PR 1975) T 14 S; R 4 W; SW¼ of SE ¼ of Sec 2; S.B.B.M. 
 c. Address:  2260 Jimmy Durante Boulevard City: Del Mar Zip: 92014 
 d. UTM:  Zone:  11;   mE/   mN  
 e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN: 760-145-05-01. These buildings 

are located at the southeast end of the main racetrack, west of the parking lot and Jimmy Durante Boulevard. 
 

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
These buildings were constructed during the past 17 years in a contemporary interpretation of the Mission Revival style. They 
include the Surfside Race Place and Horse Arena, the Receiving Barn, Barn W, the Expo Center, Wyland Hal,l and several other 
barns. Because these buildings were constructed outside the period of significance, they are not contributors to the potential 
historic district, which has been determined ineligible for designation at the local, State, or national level. In addition, the buildings 
do not meet the criteria for individual significance at the local, State, or national level. 
 

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  HP39-Other (Fairgrounds buildings) 
*P4. Resources Present: ⌧Building �Structure �Object �Site �District ⌧Element of District �Other (Isolates, etc.) 

 
P5b. Description of Photo: (View, 
date, accession #)  Representative 
photo; view to the north; August 
24, 2006 
 
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: �Historic  
�Prehistoric �Both 
1989–2006 
 
*P7. Owner and Address:   
Del Mar Thoroughbred Club 
Post Office Box 700 
Del Mar, CA 92014 
 
*P8. Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address)   
Casey Tibbet, MA 
LSA Associates, Inc. 
1500 Iowa Avenue, Suite 200 
Riverside, CA 92507 
 
*P9. Date Recorded:   
August 24, 2006 
 
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)  
Intensive-level CEQA compliance 

 
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  Historical Resources Assessment Report for the Del Mar 
Fairgrounds, County of San Diego, California, September 2006. 
 

*Attachments: �NONE  �Location Map  �Sketch Map  �Continuation Sheet  �Building, Structure, and Object Record 
�Archaeological Record  ⌧District Record  �Linear Feature Record  �Milling Station Record  �Rock Art Record 
�Artifact Record  �Photograph Record  � Other (List):  

 
 
 
 
DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 
 

P5a. Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code 6Z 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page  17   of    27 *Resource Name or #:  Del Mar Fairgrounds 
 
P1. Other Identifier: Metal and manufactured buildings 

*P2. Location: � Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  San Diego 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b. USGS 7.5' Quad:  Del Mar     Date: 1967 (PR 1975) T 14 S; R 4 W; SW¼ of SE ¼ of Sec 2 and; NW¼ of NE ¼ of Sec 11; 
S.B.B.M. 
 c. Address:  2260 Jimmy Durante Boulevard City: Del Mar Zip: 92014 
 d. UTM:  Zone:  11;   mE/   mN   
 e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN: 760-145-05-01. These buildings 

are scattered throughout the Fairgrounds. 
 

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
Throughout the Fairgrounds there are a number of large metal storage buildings. Most of them have gable roofs, large bay doors, 
or are open on one side for vehicle storage. There are also a number of smaller, one-story manufactured buildings that typically 
house offices. Many of these buildings are on temporary foundations. Because of their generic design and temporally ambiguous 
nature, none of these buildings are contributors to the potential historic district, nor are they individually significant. 
 

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  HP39-Other (Fairgrounds buildings) 
*P4. Resources Present: ⌧Building �Structure �Object �Site �District ⌧Element of District �Other (Isolates, etc.) 

 
P5b. Description of Photo: (View, 
date, accession #) Representative 
photo (metal building); August 24, 
2006, View north.  
 
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: �Historic  
�Prehistoric �Both 
Various; Historic Aerial 
Photographs 1939–2002 
 
*P7. Owner and Address:   
Del Mar Thoroughbred Club 
Post Office Box 700 
Del Mar, CA 92014 
 
*P8. Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address)   
Casey Tibbet, MA 
LSA Associates, Inc. 
1500 Iowa Avenue, Suite 200 
Riverside, CA 92507 
 
*P9. Date Recorded:   
August 24, 2006 
 
 

*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)  
Intensive-level CEQA compliance 
 
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  Historical Resources Assessment Report for the Del Mar 
Fairgrounds, County of San Diego, California, September 2006. 
 

*Attachments: �NONE  �Location Map  �Sketch Map  �Continuation Sheet  �Building, Structure, and Object Record 
�Archaeological Record  ⌧District Record  �Linear Feature Record  �Milling Station Record  �Rock Art Record 
�Artifact Record  �Photograph Record  � Other (List):  

 
 
 
 
DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

P5a. Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code 6Z 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page  18    of    27 *Resource Name or #:  Del Mar Fairgrounds 
 
P1. Other Identifier: O’Brien Hall 

*P2. Location: � Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  San Diego 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b. USGS 7.5' Quad:  Del Mar  Date: 1967 (PR 1975) T 14 S; R 4 W; SW¼ of SE ¼ of Sec 2; S.B.B.M. 
 c. Address:  2260 Jimmy Durante Boulevard City: Del Mar Zip: 92014 
 d. UTM:  Zone:  11;   mE/   mN  
 e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN: 760-145-05-01. This building is 

located in the southern portion of the Fairgrounds, southwest of the Don Diego statue and north of the Fire Station. 
 

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
Based on aerial photographs, this large rectangular building was constructed in 1980. It has a low-pitched, front-gable roof and is 
clad in stucco. The west-facing facade features a row of glass doors below a central glass panel with a front gable that has a 
steeper pitch than the remainder of the roof. Rectangular shed-roof projections, each punctuated by four small horizontal-
rectangular, aluminum-framed sliding windows, flank the doors. Because it was constructed outside the period of significance, this 
building is not a contributor to the potential historic district, which has been determined ineligible for designation at the local, State, 
or national level. In addition, the building does not meet the criteria for individual significance at the local, State, or national level. 
 

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  HP39-Other (Fairgrounds building) 
*P4. Resources Present: ⌧Building �Structure �Object �Site �District ⌧Element of District �Other (Isolates, etc.) 

 
P5b. Description of Photo: (View, 
date, accession #)  View to the east; 
August 24, 2006 
 
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: �Historic  
�Prehistoric �Both 
1980; Del Mar Fairgrounds 
Records  
 
*P7. Owner and Address:   
Del Mar Thoroughbred Club 
Post Office Box 700 
Del Mar, CA 92014 
 
*P8. Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address)   
Casey Tibbet, MA 
LSA Associates, Inc. 
1500 Iowa Avenue, Suite 200 
Riverside, CA 92507 
 
*P9. Date Recorded:   
August 24, 2006 
 
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)  
Intensive-level CEQA compliance 
 

 
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  Historical Resources Assessment Report for the Del Mar 
Fairgrounds, County of San Diego, California, September 2006. 
 

*Attachments: �NONE  �Location Map  �Sketch Map  �Continuation Sheet  �Building, Structure, and Object Record 
�Archaeological Record  ⌧District Record  �Linear Feature Record  �Milling Station Record  �Rock Art Record 
�Artifact Record  �Photograph Record  � Other (List):  

 
 
 
 
DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 
 

P5a. Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code 6Z 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page    19  of    27 *Resource Name or #:  Del Mar Fairgrounds 
 
P1. Other Identifier: Maintenance building (south) 

*P2. Location: � Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  San Diego 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b. USGS 7.5' Quad:  Del Mar  Date: 1967 (PR 1975) T 14 S; R 4 W; SW¼ of SE ¼ of Sec 2; S.B.B.M. 
 c. Address:  2260 Jimmy Durante Boulevard City: Del Mar Zip: 92014 
 d. UTM:  Zone:  11;   mE/   mN  
 e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN: 760-145-05-01. This building is 

located in the southern part of the Fairgrounds. 
 

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
This one-story masonry building appears to have been constructed in the 1950s. The building has a moderately-pitched gable roof 
with no eaves, except for the shed roof overhang along a portion of the southeast elevation. That elevation has several doors, 
including sliding doors, and features a raised walkway that extends along the southern part of the elevation. Beyond the raised 
walkway there are five bay doors. The south elevation has two multipane windows and an aluminum-framed slider. Although this 
building appears to date to the period of significance of the potential historic district, it is not a contributing feature because its 
integrity has been significantly compromised by alterations. For the same reasons, the building is not individually significant.  
 

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  HP39-Other (Fairgrounds maintenance building) 
*P4. Resources Present: ⌧Building �Structure �Object �Site �District ⌧Element of District �Other (Isolates, etc.) 

 
P5b. Description of Photo: (View, 
date, accession #) View to the north; 
August 24, 2006 
 
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: ⌧Historic  
�Prehistoric �Both 
Ca. 1950s; Historic Aerial 
Photographs 
 
*P7. Owner and Address:   
Del Mar Thoroughbred Club 
Post Office Box 700 
Del Mar, CA 92014 
 
*P8. Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address)   
Casey Tibbet, MA 
LSA Associates, Inc. 
1500 Iowa Avenue, Suite 200 
Riverside, CA 92507 
 
*P9. Date Recorded:   
August 24, 2006 

 
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)  
Intensive-level CEQA compliance 
 
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  Historical Resources Assessment Report for the Del Mar 
Fairgrounds, County of San Diego, California, September 2006. 
 

*Attachments: �NONE  �Location Map  �Sketch Map  �Continuation Sheet  �Building, Structure, and Object Record 
�Archaeological Record  ⌧District Record  �Linear Feature Record  �Milling Station Record  �Rock Art Record 
�Artifact Record  �Photograph Record  � Other (List):  

 
 
 
 
 
 
DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

P5a. Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 

 



09/15/06 «C:\Documents and Settings\guest1.LSACORP\Desktop\New Folder\Maintenance bldg north.doc» 

State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code 6Z 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page   20   of    27 *Resource Name or #:  Del Mar Fairgrounds 
 
P1. Other Identifier: Maintenance building (north) 

*P2. Location: � Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  San Diego 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b. USGS 7.5' Quad:  Del Mar  Date: 1967 (PR 1975) T 14 S; R 4 W; SW¼ of SE ¼ of Sec 2; S.B.B.M. 
 c. Address:  2260 Jimmy Durante Boulevard City: Del Mar Zip: 92014 
 d. UTM:  Zone:  11;   mE/   mN   
 e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN: 760-145-05-01. This building is 

located in the northwestern part of the Fairgrounds, southeast of the training track and west of the stables and living quarters. 
 

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
According to aerial photographs, this building was constructed sometime between 1939 and 1953. The building is of wood-frame 
construction clad with stucco and vertical boards. It is surmounted by parallel gables separated by a flat roof covered with 
corrugated metal panels. The south elevation includes aluminum-framed sliding windows and bay doors. The north elevation has a 
long, flat-roofed, plywood-sided addition that is open on the east side and used for storage. Although this building dates to the 
period of significance of the potential historic district, it is not a contributing feature because of its lack of integrity. For the same 
reasons, the building is not individually significant.  
 

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP39-Other (Fairgrounds building) 
*P4. Resources Present: ⌧Building �Structure �Object �Site �District ⌧Element of District �Other (Isolates, etc.) 

 
P5b. Description of Photo: (View, 
date, accession #) View to the 
northwest; August 24, 2006 
 
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: ⌧Historic  
�Prehistoric �Both 
Between 1939–1953; Historic 
Aerial Photographs  
 
*P7. Owner and Address:   
Del Mar Thoroughbred Club 
Post Office Box 700 
Del Mar, CA 92014 
 
*P8. Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address)   
Casey Tibbet, MA 
LSA Associates, Inc. 
1500 Iowa Avenue, Suite 200 
Riverside, CA 92507 
 
*P9. Date Recorded:   
August 24, 2006 
 
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)  
Intensive-level CEQA compliance 

 
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  Historical Resources Assessment Report for the Del Mar 
Fairgrounds, County of San Diego, California, September 2006. 
 

*Attachments: �NONE  �Location Map  �Sketch Map  �Continuation Sheet  �Building, Structure, and Object Record 
�Archaeological Record  ⌧District Record  �Linear Feature Record  �Milling Station Record  �Rock Art Record 
�Artifact Record  �Photograph Record  � Other (List):  

 
 
 
 
 
DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

P5a. Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code 6Z 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page  21    of    27 *Resource Name or #:  Del Mar Fairgrounds 
 
P1. Other Identifier: Stephens Training track 

*P2. Location: � Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  San Diego 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b. USGS 7.5' Quad:  Del Mar  Date: 1967 (PR 1975) 14 S; R 4 W; SW¼ of SE ¼ of Sec 2; S.B. B.M. 
 c. Address:  2260 Jimmy Durante Boulevard City: Del Mar Zip: 92014 
 d. UTM:  Zone:  11;   mE/   mN   
 e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN: 760-145-05-01. The training 

track is located at the northwest corner of the Fairgrounds. 
 

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
The training track is oval-shaped and oriented lengthwise in a southwest-northeast direction. Based on aerial photographs, it was 
constructed during the 1980s. Because it was constructed outside the period of significance, this track is not a contributor to the 
potential historic district, which has been determined ineligible for designation at the local, State, or national level. In addition, the 
training track does not meet the criteria for individual significance at the local, State, or national level. 
 

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  HP39-Other (Fairgrounds training track) 
*P4. Resources Present: ⌧Building �Structure �Object �Site �District ⌧Element of District �Other (Isolates, etc.) 

 
P5b. Description of Photo: (View, 
date, accession #)  View to the 
northeast; August 24, 2006 
 
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: �Historic  
�Prehistoric �Both 
1980s; Historic Aerial Photographs 
 
*P7. Owner and Address:   
Del Mar Thoroughbred Club 
Post Office Box 700 
Del Mar, CA 92014 
 
*P8. Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address)   
Casey Tibbet, MA 
LSA Associates, Inc. 
1500 Iowa Avenue, Suite 200 
Riverside, CA 92507 
 
*P9. Date Recorded:   
August 24, 2006 
 
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)  
Intensive-level CEQA compliance 
 

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  Historical Resources Assessment Report for the Del Mar 
Fairgrounds, County of San Diego, California, September 2006. 
 

*Attachments: �NONE  �Location Map  �Sketch Map  �Continuation Sheet  �Building, Structure, and Object Record 
�Archaeological Record  ⌧District Record  �Linear Feature Record  �Milling Station Record  �Rock Art Record 
�Artifact Record  �Photograph Record  � Other (List):  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

P5a. Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 



DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 
 
C:\Documents and Settings\guest1.LSACORP\Desktop\New Folder\continuation.doc  

State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page  22 of  27 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  Del Mar Fairgrounds  
 
*Recorded by:  Casey Tibbet *Date:  8/24/06 ⌧ Continuation � Update 
*D6. Significance: The Del Mar Fairgrounds does not appear to be eligible as a historic District under criterion C/3 due to extensive 
alterations and additions to the property dating from outside of the period of significance that have impacted its overall integrity. Out 
of the 17 buildings and features within the Fairgrounds boundary, only 5 retain sufficient integrity to be considered contributing 
features of the Fairgrounds: Bing Crosby Hall, Exhibit Hall, Clock Tower, Stables and Living Quarters Complex, and the Race 
Track. A large proportion of the Fairgrounds buildings have been altered over time or were built or moved onto the property within 
the last 50 years; therefore, the Fairgrounds property does not represent a significant and distinguishable entity. 
 
Under criterion D/4, the Fairgrounds complex is not likely to yield information about the history or prehistory of the area (which 
relates primarily to archaeological sites). 
 
In addition to being evaluated as a potential historic District, the buildings and features within the Fairgrounds complex were 
evaluated for individual significance. Of the 17 buildings and features evaluated, five were determined to be contributors to the 
potential historic District, which was determined ineligible for listing in the National Register or California Register. None of the these 
5 buildings and features or the remaining 12 meet the criteria for individual listing in the National Register or California Register (see 
DPR forms for detailed evaluations) and do not constitute historical resources under CEQA or historic properties under Section 106. 
Individually, most of the buildings and features are of simple construction and do not represent the work of a master, nor do they 
possess high artistic value. Most of the buildings have been substantially altered or were constructed or moved onto the property 
outside of the period of significance. Although the race track and stables are associated with the WPA, they have been substantially 
altered since their construction and no longer retain integrity. Further, they are utilitarian in design and are merely remnants of a 
larger WPA project. Therefore, no mitigation is required should the buildings be demolished as part of the proposed project.  
 
Although they are not eligible for designation, the Clock Tower Building, which represents a fairly intact example of the Googie style, 
and the Stables/Living Quarters Complex, which represents one of the earliest features of the Fairgrounds, both merit consideration 
in the local planning process. However, the City does not have a historic preservation ordinance.  
 
San Diego County Fairgrounds 
In 1880, the County organized its first fair, the San Diego County Horticultural and Agricultural Display, to showcase the County’s 
local agricultural activities. The event was staged under a canvas tent in what is now Kimball Park in National City. Examples of 
locally grown produce were displayed, as well as oil paintings, quilts, leatherwork, shells, and “an elegant display of photographic 
art”. Only limited numbers of livestock were present, as transportation to the fair from local farms proved difficult. In the evening, 
fairgoers enjoyed dinner and dancing, with music supplied from the Harmony Brass Band. The San Diego Union reported, 
“Attendance on the second day was so great that long before noon, not a vehicle of any description, not a saddle horse could be 
had in town for love nor money”.  

In 1904, the State legislature formally organized District Agricultural Associations as official State agencies for the purpose of 
promoting local agricultural production. In San Diego, the 22nd District Agricultural Association was established.  

During the early 20th century, the fair was sporadically held at various places throughout the County, provided the District was able 
to find a suitable location to host the fair and the necessary funds to operate it. The fair moved around the County to Escondido, 
Coronado, Oceanside, and finally to Balboa Park in San Diego, where it remained throughout the 1920s. During the Depression 
years of the early 1930s, the fair was not held, as funding was not available to produce the event.  

By the 1930s, California had become one of the nation’s leading agricultural producers, growing some of the leading varieties of 
citrus, nuts, avocados, and beans. Because California’s agricultural production played a major role in the development of the State, 
the fairs that exhibited these products became very important.  
 
Del Mar Fairgrounds 
In 1933, Assembly Bill 1115, the Horse Racing Act, was passed legalizing pari-mutuel wagering on horse races at private tracks 
and district, county, and State fairs. A portion of the revenues received by the State were to be used for the support of agricultural 
fairs as well as to establish institutions for training youth in agricultural and animal husbandry fields (Cater 3, Ewing 1988:193). Prior 
to 1933, the state had eight fairs that were partially financed by the State's General Fund. In 1946, there were 76 fairs in California 
(See continuation sheet.) 
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*D6.  Significance: In September 1933, eight people were appointed to the 22nd District Agricultural Association Board of 
Directors. The Board received financial support from the State Division of Fairs and Expositions and immediately began its search 
for a permanent location for the fair. While many places throughout the County were considered, the board ultimately settled on the 
Del Mar golf course. The Board’s choice of Del Mar was largely influenced by real estate developer E.C. Batchelder, who promised 
his assistance in obtaining a grant from the Works Progress Administration (WPA) for construction of the Fairgrounds. The Del Mar 
site consisted of 184 acres, bounded by State Highway 101 to the east, the Santa Fe Railroad to the west, and the San Dieguito 
River channel to the south. The location was easily accessible from both San Diego and Los Angeles, making it a logical place for a 
permanent home for the fair. In 1935, the board approved Del Mar as the site and proceeded to purchase the golf course from the 
South Coast Land Company for $25,000. An additional 57.2 acres were later purchased for $10,868, making the Fairgrounds a total 
241.2 acres in size. 

The board immediately filed an application with the WPA for a grant of $500,666 to construct the Fairgrounds. Following State and 
federal approval, construction of the first buildings began. An estimated 500,000 hours and a labor force of 380 workers were 
required to complete the project in a nine-month period. 

Architects Joe and Sam Hamill and Herbert Louis Jackson were chosen to design the Fairgrounds. The buildings were designed in 
the Spanish Colonial Revival Style and were constructed of adobe bricks, which were made on site. Each of the buildings was 
designed to represent one of the California missions. The first buildings erected were the main exhibit building and auditorium, a 
combination grandstand and utility building, 10 livestock buildings, an equipment shed, a main entrance building, a bell tower, and 
stables to house 600 horses. In addition, a 1-mile-long oval-shaped racetrack, used for harness racing, was created. The entire 
property was enclosed within an 8-foot-high adobe wall, a portion of which still stands. A historic aerial photograph taken shortly 
after the first buildings were constructed (1939) depicts the original WPA-constructed buildings and features: the racetrack, the 
grandstand, stables, barns, and maintenance buildings, all located on the original 180-acre property.  

The fair’s opening day was Thursday, October 8, 1936. The inaugural ceremony featured the Governor; WPA administrators; State, 
County, and City officials; and ranking Army, Navy, and Marine officers. A plaque was laid on the bell tower that indicated that it was 
constructed by the WPA. (The tower burned down in October of 1969 and was rebuilt.) In addition to politicians and government 
officials, many recognized entertainers were present for the opening festivities, including Bing Crosby, Elizabeth Russell, Barbara 
Stanwyck, Robert Taylor, and Bette Davis. 

Shortly after the first buildings were constructed, stockbroker William Quigley of La Jolla approached the District with a proposal to 
host thoroughbred races at the Fairgrounds. The District approved the idea, and Quigley in turn secured the support and leadership 
of Bing Crosby to build the Del Mar Turf Club (Turf Club). The singer and actor was a resident in nearby Rancho Santa Fe and was 
a noted horse enthusiast. In May 1936, Crosby filed articles of incorporation and formed a board that included Pat O’Brien, Bill 
Quigley, C.S. Howard, Kent Allen, and Everett Crosby. A 10-year lease agreement between the Turf Club and the District was 
signed. The agreement called for the District to build a clubhouse, paddock, jockey’s quarters, and additional horse stables to 
accommodate horse racing. In order to raise the necessary funds to contribute to the project, the Turf Club spent its first year selling 
stock in the venture. 

The friendly agreement between the Turf Club and the District was temporarily disrupted in early 1937, when the WPA halted 
construction at the Fairgrounds with $200,000 in unfinished work remaining on the project. According to the WPA, it withdrew from 
the project because it had not intended to fund construction of a horse racing enterprise. Together, Crosby and O’Brien were able to 
raise the funds to complete the necessary construction for the race track; however, the design of the buildings was scaled back. 
The Del Mar Turf Club opened to the public on July 3, 1937, with Crosby himself greeting the first guests through the turnstiles. 
Crosby’s passion for the race track he began was even commemorated in the lyrics of a song, as he sang: 

Where the surf meets the turf, 
Down at Del Mar,  
Take a plane, take a train, take a car… 
There’s a smile on every face, 
And a winner in each race,  
Where the turf meets the surf at Del Mar  

The tune ultimately became the official anthem of the racetrack, and is still played today at the beginning and end of each racing 
day. 

The opening of the Turf Club marked the beginning of a change in the small seaside community of Del Mar. Throughout the 1930s 
and early 1940s countless celebrities flocked to the quiet seaside community to enjoy the races and the town’s relaxed atmosphere. 
Other regulars to Del Mar included Jimmy Durante, Douglas Fairbanks, Mickey Rooney, W.C. Fields, Dorothy Lamour, and Ann 
Miller. Durante was also an ardent fan of horse racing and a mainstay in Del Mar until his death in 1980. So loved was the 
entertainer that in 1963 he was declared the honorary mayor, and the street on which the Fairgrounds is located was renamed 
Jimmy Durante Boulevard. 

(See continuation sheet). 



DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 
C:\Documents and Settings\guest1.LSACORP\Desktop\New Folder\continuation3.doc 

State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page  24 of  27 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  Del Mar Fairgrounds   
 
*Recorded by:  Casey Tibbet  *Date:  7/24/06 ⌧ Continuation � Update 
*D6.  Significance: During World War II, the activities at the fair were temporarily suspended. Instead of hosting races and fairs, 
the grounds became a training facility and temporary quarters for military personnel. The horse stalls became temporary housing for 
paratroopers who trained on nearby beaches. In addition, some 500,000 square feet of space was transformed into assembly lines 
to manufacture wing ribs for the production of Douglas B-17 bomber planes.   

The fair was reopened to the public in 1946, and the expansion of the Fairgrounds commenced following the end of the war.  

In 1951, Bing Crosby Hall was built, commemorating the actor’s long relationship with the Turf Club and Fairgrounds. Architect 
Harry Hayden Whiteley was commissioned to design the large exhibit building. Whiteley designed a number of residential buildings 
throughout Los Angeles and San Diego Counties between the 1920s and the 1950s. Shortly after building Bing Crosby Hall, 
Whiteley moved to Las Vegas, where he continued to work, designing public buildings for local municipalities such as schools, 
hospitals, and jails.  

Also during the 1950s, several new additions were made to the Fairgrounds, including the Stable Dining Hall and Office (1950s), 
additional stables (1950s), the Clock Tower Building (1953), the Exhibit Hall (1955), and several maintenance buildings (ca. 1950s). 
In contrast to the first buildings erected at the Fairgrounds, most of these buildings were constructed in very simple and utilitarian 
design. A notable exception was the Clock Tower Building, which was designed in the Googie style that became popular during the 
1950s and 1960s.  

During this time, the District embarked on a promotional campaign to attract people to the fair and the racetrack. Its campaign was 
inspired by Don Diego Alvarado, a ranchero from California’s Mexican period, who was locally recognized for his renowned 
hospitality. In 1834, Alvarado was granted the 8,400-acre Los Penasquitos Rancho by the Mexican Governor of California, which 
included the town of Del Mar. The District utilized the stories of Alvarado to create its own character, who promoted the Fairgrounds 
each year and greeted the guests with “Bienvenidos, Amigos.”  

Del Mar’s Don Diego would remain the most-recognized symbol of the County Fair for four decades. In 1954, a tile likeness of Don 
Diego was constructed on the facade of the Clock Tower along the main fair avenue. In 1985, a 16-foot statue of Don Diego was 
placed at the front entrance to the fair.  

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, Del Mar continued to be a playground for celebrities who purchased oceanfront homes and 
attended the races daily to watch their horses compete. Countless stories exist detailing the exploits of Hollywood such stars as 
Gregory Peck, Lucille Ball, and Desi Arnaz.  

By the 1960s, the Fairgrounds returned to its pre-war success, scoring record attendance. In 1963, the D. Robert Jones 
Administration Building was constructed. By 1964, the Fairgrounds property was expanded to include an additional 57.2 acres 
located east of the original property. Jimmy Durante Boulevard was constructed, which wrapped around the property’s new eastern 
boundary. No new buildings were constructed on the property addition; it was used for parking. Also by 1964, the Exhibit Hall was 
added, as well as the maintenance buildings and additional stables.  

In 1970, the Del Mar Thoroughbred Club (DMTC) took over racing operations for the Turf Club. Since the 1970s, the Fairgrounds 
has undergone many alterations. The first major renovation occurred between 1972 and 1978 at a cost of $2.5 million. During this 
effort, alterations and upgrades were made, including the addition of several ancillary buildings, improvements to the grandstand, 
and the addition of the DMTC offices. However, it was reported that the improvements did not alter the Spanish Colonial 
characteristics of the original buildings. 

Additional renovations and improvements followed during the 1980s. Longtime Turf Club member and Del Mar resident Pat O’Brien 
was recognized for his commitment to the community and, in 1980, the new exhibition hall was named after him. Also during the 
1980s, a smaller training track known as the Stephens Track was constructed to the northwest of the racetrack. In 1989, the historic 
Alvarado House was moved to the Fairgrounds. The modest one-story Folk Victorian residence was built in 1885 by Jacob Taylor 
and sold the same year to Don Diego. During the 1980s, the property where the house was originally located was sold to 
developers, and the house was donated to the historical society and moved to the Fairgrounds. 

During the 1990s the Fairgrounds underwent the most extensive improvements to date. In 1991, the Fairgrounds were expanded to 
include the new Surfside Race Place, an off-track wagering facility that offers satellite horse racing. The Infield Pavilion, located in 
the racetrack infield, was added in 1991. Between 1992 and 1993, an $80 million renovation was completed that replaced the 
original Spanish Colonial grandstand with the new modern grandstand, constructed in a contemporary interpretation of the Mission 
Revival Style. 

The two most recent buildings, Wyland Hall and Expo Center, were completed in June 2006. These two buildings are located east 
of the grandstand, next to the race track. The east wall of Wyland Hall has a mural depicting gray whales at sunset that was painted 
by the famed marine-life artist Wyland at the 2006 San Diego County Fair. This mural is visible from nearby Interstate 5  

(See continuation sheet). 
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*D6.  Significance: Since the 1970s, numerous improvements have occurred that have gradually altered the character of the 
Fairgrounds from its original 1930s design. Aerial photographs of the property taken during the last four decades clearly show the 
evolution of the Fairgrounds. Additional land was acquired to facilitate additional expansions, bringing the total of the property to 
313 acres. Most of the original adobe-style buildings from the 1930s were torn down and replaced, including the grandstand, 
maintenance sheds, exhibit buildings, and offices. There are five remaining buildings and features that were constructed during the 
period of significance at the Fairgrounds. However, the large modern buildings constructed post-1970s dominate the Fairgrounds 
setting. 
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