L&A ASSGUIATES. INC, BERKELEY FORT COLLINS RIVERSIDE
L S A 20 EXECUTIVE PARK, SUITE 200 949.553.0666 TEL CARLSBAD PALM SPRINGS ROCKLIN

IRVINE, CALIFORNIA 92614 949.553.8076 FAX COLMA POINT RICHMOND SAN LUIS OBEISPO

September 28, 2006

Mr. Daniel Marquez Dr. John Gustafson

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Habitat Conservation Planning Branch

Carlsbad Field Office California Department of Fish and Game

6010 Hidden Valley Road 1416 9th Street, Ste, 1341

Carlsbad, CA 92011 Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Southwestern Willow Flycatcher and Least Bell’s Vireo Survey Results, May 17 to

July 31, 2006, Del Mar Fairgrounds and Horsepark, Cities of Del Mar and San Diego,
San Diego County, California

Dear Mr. Marquez and Dr. Gustafson:

This letter report documents results of protocol surveys for southwestern willow flycatcher
(Empidonco: traillii extimus) and least Bell’s vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus) conducted by LSA
Associates, Inc. (LSA) on the approximately 421-acre study area. The study area includes two sections:
the Del Mar Fairgrounds (Fairgrounds) and the nearby horse stables (Horsepark). The Fairgrounds are
in the City of Del Mar and the Horsepark is in the City of San Diego in San Diego County, California
(Figure 1; figures attached).

A singing male least Bell’s vireo was detected along the southern edge of the Horsepark during one of
the focused surveys.

STUDY AREA

The study area is located on the east and west sides of Interstate 5 (I-5), and both portions of the study
area are on the south side of Via de la Valle, with the Fairgrounds in the coastal City of Del Mar and
the Horsepark in the northwest portion of the City of San Diego. Both study areas are in San Diego
County, California (Figure 1). The study area includes the Fairgrounds and the nearby Horsepark. The
Fairgrounds are located just west of I-5 at the southwest corner of Via de la Valle and Jimmy Durante
Boulevard and is the larger of the two areas, at approximately 356 acres. The Horsepark is located at
the southwest corner of Via de la Valle and El Camino Real, approximately 1 mile east of I-5, and is
approximately 65 acres. Specifically, the study areas are located within portions of Sections 1,2, 11,
and 12 (Fairgrounds) and Section 6 (Horsepark) in Township 14 Scuth, Range 4 West with
approximate central Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) coordinates of 475%90m 1y 2648590 £or the
Fairgrounds and centrally located UTM coordinates of 47850 by 364919 for the Horsepark, as shown
on the 7.5-minute series United States Geological Survey (USGS) topographic Del Mar, California

quadrangle map.

Both study areas have similarly flat topography, and both are adjacent to the north bank of the San
Dieguito River. The primary riparian vegetation with potential for the willow flycatcher and least
Bell’s vireo is present along the southern edge of the Horsepark. There is no suitable habitat for least
Bell’s vireos or witlow flycatchers at the Fairgrounds.
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METHODS

A presurvey notification letter dated April 18, 2006, was sent to the California Department of Fish and
Game (CDFQ) and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) via facsimile. LSA
biologists Ingri (Quon) Baroni, Richard Erickson, and Marshall 1liff conducted the five protocol
southwestern willow flycatcher surveys and the eight protocol least Bell’s vireo surveys. Ingri Baroni
conducted surveys pursuant to Federal 10(a)(1)(A) Permit TE-812740-3 (July 7, 2003-July 6, 2006)
and Permit TE-777965-7 (May 10, 2004—May 9, 2007) after July 6, 2006. Richard Erickson and
Marshall IIifT conducted surveys pursuant to USFWS Federal 10(a)(1)(A) Permit TE-777965-7 (May
10, 2004-May 9, 2007). All LSA personnel are using a temporary authorization from the CDFG (May
12, 2003—March 31, 2007) in lieu of a Memorandum of Understanding between LSA and the CDFG.

During each survey, a biologist walked slowly along the edge of tree and shrub vegetation associated
with water (Fairgrounds) and all riparian vegetation (Horsepark} listening for the willow flycatcher and
least Bell’s vireo and periodically played a taped recording of a southwestern willow flycatcher. The
surveying biologist waited for several minutes after each playing to look and listen for both willow
flycatchers and least Bell’s vireos. A total of five southwestern willow flycatcher and eight least Bell’s
vireo surveys were conducted between May 17 and July 31, 2006.

Table A: Survey Conditions

Date 2006 Time Weather Surveyor
May 17 * 05300915 | Overcast, mild, calm RE
May 30 0715-1000 | Clear, cool, calm 1B
June § * 0630-1000 | Overcast, cool, calm IB
June 19 05300815 | Overcast, mild, calm RE
June 29 * 0600-0930 | Overcast with fog—clearing, cool, calm Ml
July9* 0515-0745 | Overcast with partial clearing, mild, calm RE
July 16 ** 0645-0945 | Mostly clear, mild, calm B
July 20 0550-0850 | Overcast, mild—warm, calm MI
July 31 0535-0910 | Overcast with drizzle, mild, light breeze RE

* Denotes a tombined least Bell's vireo and southwestern willow flycatcher survey.
** Denotes only a southwestern willow flycatcher survey.

Beaufort Scale and seaman’s terms are used to describe the wind speed.

Surveyors: 1B=Ingri Baroni; RE= Richard Erickson: MI= Marshall 15t

RESULTS

On June 8, 2006, one singing male least Bell’s vireo was detected aurally approximately 170 feet

(52 meters) southeast of the grass area in the Horsepark on the north side of the San Dieguito River
(Figure 1). This bird was detected along the southeast edge of the study area. No willow flycatchers
were detected during the protocol surveys. The riparian vegetation along the southern edge of the
Horsepark, both within and just outside the study area, is suitable for breeding least Bell’s vireos, but
breeding was not documented adjacent to the Horsepark in 2006.

Also of note is the brown-headed cowbird (Molothrus ater), a brood parasite of southwestern willow
flycatcher, least Bell’s vireo, and other passerines. This avian species was detected on several visits,
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particularly in the vicinity of the Horsepark (e.g., including juveniles, a maximum of 15 cowbirds on
June 29 at the Horsepark and 20 cowbirds on July 9 at the Fairgrounds).

A complete list of animals detected is included in Appendix A.

If you have any questions, please contact Mike Trotta at (760) 931-5471 or me at (949} 553-0666.

Sincerely,

LSA ASSOCIATES, INC.
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Ingri Baroni
Biologist

Attachments:  Figure 1: Project Location
Figure 2: Least Bell’s Vireo Location and Project Areas
Appendix A: Animal Species Observed
Appendix B: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 45-Day Survey Report
Appendix C: Willow Flycatcher Detection and Survey Form
Appendix D: California Native Species Field Survey Summary Form

cc: Becky Bartling, Deputy General Manager, 22nd District Agricultural Association
1 CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SURVEY REPORT AND ATTACHED
EXHIBITS FULLY AND ACCURATELY REPRESENTS MY WORK:

SURVEYOR: PERMIT NUMBER DATE:

e
&%W ﬁm TE-812740-3 and TE-777965-7 g?,z??f ¢, Ole

Ingri (Quon) Baroni

/e
7 A &;7“““*

TE-777965-7 A8 Sept 2000
Marshalil Hiff
F\ltfk«w/\ (. &J“U{Wh TE-777965-7 28 Sep zoOOg

Richard Erickson
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